
ONEIDA COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
Bill Lewis, Choirmon Ken Eliqson Brion Jeppsen

459 South Moin St, Molqd ,lD 83252

Commissioner's Meeling
24 FEBRUARY 2025 - 9:00 AM

REG U tAR
* RECORD'NG# 250224-0tt4 & 250224-0t t5*

lN ATTENDANCE: Commissioner Choir Bill Lewis, Commissioner Jeppsen ond
Commissioner Ken Elioson.

Commissioner Lewis opened the meeting ond Commissioner Jeppsen led
everyone in the pledge ond o proyer.

Consenl Agendo, Poymenl of Cloims, ond Approvol of Meeting Minules
Commissioner Elioson motioned to occept the ogendo os presenfed
Seconded by Commissioner Lewis. All oyes. Motion conied.

Commissioner E/ioson motioned to occept the consenf ogendo, to
include the poyment of c/oims ond the opprovol of meeting minufes.
Seconded by Commissioner Lewis. All oyes. Motion corried.
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Fund Description
GENERAL FUND/CURRENT EXPENSE

ROAD AND BRIDGE

AIRPORT

AMBULANCE

DISTRICT COURT

JUSTICE FUND

PARKS & RECREATION

REVALUATION

TORT

WEEDS

CONSOLIDATED ELECTIONS

E-91 r

DRUG COURT/SPC.CT. COORDINATOR

TOIAL:
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Dovid Mortinez, Dislricl 6 Public Defender - Updote on lhe Tronsition of Public
Defense from County to Slole
Dovid Mortinez is the Stote Public Defender who leods District Six. Mr. Mortinez
oddressed the Boord of Commissioners to provide on updote on the tronsition of
public defense from county to stote. According to Mr. Mqrtinez, District 6 hos
experienced less disruption during this tronsition compored to other districts ond
is performing well overoll. Attorney Mike Morrisey, who is monoging coses for
Oneido County, is the primory contoct for ony questions or concerns the
commissioners moy hove.

ln order to ensure odequofe funding, the stotewide budget wos increosed by
thirty-million dollors, o necessory odjustment ofter using outdoted 2021 figures to
set the originol budget. Additionolly, the pondemic yeor sow fewer triols, trovel,
ond other expenses typicolly seen in o normol yeor, which contributed to the
budget discreponcy.

Boord of Equolizolion
No boord of equolizotion wos needed.

Robyn & Ronnie Gomble Property in St. John
Robyn Gomble returned to the commissioner meeting to continue discussions
regording the property owned by her ond her husbond, Ronnie under the nome
RRT, LLC. Mrs. Gomble soid she hod reviewed minutes from 2005-2008 but found
no mention of lond splits.

Commissioners shored insights ofter reseorching the motter individuolly.
Commissioner Lewis emphosized removing emotions from the discussion ond
ovoiding negotivity. There wos o brief recop of the developer's issue, exploining
thot the developels 2007 survey did not result in lot splits, os no plot mop wos
recorded. Promises mode in2007 moy no longer opplicoble due to the tronsfer
of property ownership in 2012 ond 20.l8. The current development code mokes it
impossible for the county to honor these post promises. ln 2018, on inquiry obout
the subdivision's stotus confirmed it did not meet subdivision requirements.
Commissioner Lewis concluded the summorizotion by stoting thot the county
connot opprove lot splits without going through the proper plonning ond zoning
opplicotion process.

When questioned why the Gombles didn't opply for subdivision opprovol, Mrs.

Gomble exploined thot their ottorney odvised ogoinst filing on opplicotion, os if
could undermine their cose. She olso cited conflicting odvice ond requirements
from county officiols of the time. They believed they were octing within the low,
os permits were gronted ond no issues were roised of the time of property soles.
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Commissioner Jeppsen noted thot the development code hod minimol
chonges from2007 Io 202.|, ond the Gombles were misidentified os non-
compliont when o lond purchoser ond the new inspector mistokenly referred to
the property os o subdivision. The situotion escqloted os the Gomble's were
viewed os violotors when they were octing bosed on prior guidonce.

Plonning ond Zoning odministrotor Rhondo Neol expressed understonding ond
compossion for the Gombles, ocknowledging thot the issue hod been ongoing
for yeors, before the current officiols were in ploce. She confirmed thot the
property wos never officiolly considered o subdivision.

Commissioner Lewis mode o motion to deny the Gomble's development
requesl on the lond locoted of opproximotely 3284 North 3900 West. No
second. Motion died.

Clorificotion wos given thot the porcels to the eost should not be port of the
discussion.

Commissioner Jeppsen motioned to opprove moving f orword wifh RRI,
LLC's development of porcelnumbers RP0230403, RP0230501, ond
RP0230604 bosed on the code fhof wos in ploce in April 2021. Seconded
by Commissioner Elioson. Ayes from Commissioner's Jeppsen ond E/ioson.
Noy from Commissioner Lewis. Motion corried by two-thirds vofe.

After the deputy clerk requested clorificotion on the motion, further discussion
followed ond Commissioner Jeppsen mode o second motion to clorify the
motter.

Commissioner Jeppsen motioned to opprove RRI, LLC's deve/opment of
porcelnumbers RP0230403, RP0230501, RP0230604 fo be deve/oped os
lond sp/its os per the 2018 version of the Oneido County Development
Code (Building Ordinoncel. Seconded by Commissioner Elioson. Ayes
from Commissioner's Jeppse n ond E/ioson. Noy from Commissioner Lewis.

Motion corried by two-thirds vofe.

P&Z - Rondy Gomble Minor Subdivision Plqt Mop Approvol
Dorlo Tombough ond Rhondo Neol from Plonning & Zoning presented the
Rondy Gomble Minor Subdivision Plot Mop, locoted of l33l North Highwoy 36,

Molod, lD, for commissioner opprovol. Mrs. Neol confirmed the property hos

direct highwoy occess, doesn't require permitting from Oneido County Rood &
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Bridge, ond thot Mr. Gomble submitted oll necessory documents. Mrs. Neol
odded thot ofter the splits, the remoining form lond will remoin ogriculturol ond
must be rezoned for further development.

Mrs. Neol further clorified thot minor subdivisions ore clossified os Administrotive
Actions ond don't require o public heoring or plonning & zoning commission
opprovol unless public concerns orise, which hove not occurred.

Commissioner Jeppsen motioned to opprove fhe finol minorsubdivision
plot mop for the Rondy Gomble Subdivision. Seconded by Commissioner
E/ioson. Alloyes. Motion corried.

P&Z - Proposol to Updote the Oneido Counly Comprehensive Plon
The Oneido County Comprehensive Plon is on odvisory document meont to oct
os o blueprint for shoping the county's future by oligning policies, coordinoting
gools ond strotegies for lond use, infrostructure, housing, tronsportotion,
environmentol protection, ond more. The comprehensive plon ond
development code ore closely linked but serve different purposes (the "whot"
ond "why" versus the "how" ond "where"). lt is recommended to updote the
comprehensive code periodicolly. Attorney Lyle Fuller mentioned thot minor
updotes con be hondled in-county, but for mojor updotes it would be best to
use on outside legol help.

During the budget plonning sessions lost yeor, Plonning & Zoning Administrotor
Rhondo Neol requested ten-thousond dollors to be reserved for the costs
reloted to updoting the comprehensive code bosed on informotion presented
by MSBT Low. Updotes to the comprehensive plon would include updoting
demogrophics, o tronsportotion study, o woter study, identifying oreos in the
county thot ore rurol residentiol, ond o few visits to the county to complete
some of the work required to updote the plon.

Mrs. Neol ond Dorlo Tombough, olso with plonning ond zoning, reviewed the
estimote for updoting the comprehensive plon submitted by MSBT Low. ln the
course of the discussion, it wos noted thot Oneido County is connected with two
odditionol resources thot might be considered for ossistonce:

Southeost ldoho Council of Governments (SICOG):
An orgonizotion thot provides "cosf-effective solulions fo oreo-wide needs in our
c o mm unitie s" (sic og. org) .

Four County Allionce of Southeost ldoho (4CASl):
A non-profit orgonizotion thot "prornofes economic growth ond improved slondords" in
the counties ii serves (fourcosi.org).
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Commissioner Jeppsen wos tosked wiih gothering odditionol informotion
regording costs ond potentiol gronts through SICOG or from Molly Besoris with
4CASI in the hope of obtoining ossistonce or in identifying ony gronts thot might
reduce the county's out-of-pocket costs. This discussion will continue of o future
meeting.

P&Z - Codificotion for Counly Codes
ln oddition to the proposed updotes the comprehensive plon, Plonning &
Zoning Administrotor Rhondo Neol proposed hoving county codes ond
ordinonces codified for clorificotion ond to moke it eosier to find informotion.
Severol quotes were obtoined ond the one most fovored wos from Americon
Legol Publishing for five-thousond-nine-hundred-ninety dollors ($5,990) plus on
onnuol fee of four-hundred-ninety-five dollors ($495). This quote includes two-
hundred-fifty poges of codificotion ond on odditionol twenty-dollors ($20) per
poge obove thot omount.

Commissioners would like more thon just the documents from plonning ond
zoning included in the codificotion project. The topic will be revisited of o future
meeting ofter more informotion is gothered.

Deporlment Updoles & Highlights
. Low Enforcement

Sheriff Doug Willioms stoted the biggest chollenge in his deportment right
now is burnout from being short-stoffed. Although there hos been on effort
to hire, there hove been no oppliconts due to the lower woge thot is

offered. Sheriff Willioms' community focus for the foreseeoble future will
be drugs, DUI's, ond protecting children. The internol focus will be
oddressing burnout in the deportment, reviewing current policies,
estoblishing weekly meetings, ond holding monthly troinings.

The number of incident reports for the Sheriff's deportment during the post
three months include:

o 262 (Covniy)
o 216 (City)
o 25 (Schools)

Plonning & Zoning
Administrotor Rhondo Neol begon by expressing oppreciotion ond
respect for county deportments. Mrs. Neol communicoted numbers from
Plonning & Zoning for the post three months:

a
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o 7 Conditionol Use Permits (CUP) submitted. These do not come
before the boord of commissioners unless there ore strong concerns

. 3 in-process, 2 completed, I withdrown, ond 1 is being
updoted

o I Rezone request osking for o chonge to the zoning mop, which
would come before the boord of county commissioners

o 5 Minor Subdivision requests (0-4 lots) is on odministrotive oction ond
only goes before the commission if there is public concern

. I opproved, 2 in review, ond 3 owoiting concept plons
o 2Fvll Subdivisions (0-40 lots)

. liso2-phose

. I is in the second phose of o current subdivision
o 2 violotions ore being reviewed

. Non-conforming conditionol use permit opplicotions

a County Foir

Foir Boord member Ken Moss wos present to discuss the boord with
county commissioners. The County foir buildings need to hove volues
ossessed for proper ICRMP insuronce coveroge. Mr. Moss will work with
county building inspector Tory Richordson to occomplish this.

The summer mointenonce position is normolly odvertised in the springtime
ond is port-time through the summer months. The foir supplies tools ond
the employee is considered on independent controctor rother thon o
county employee (o necessory distinction with regords to workers comp
ond ICRMP coveroge). The woter shut off for the drip system wos briefly
mentioned ond plons to extend the current born building ore moving
forword. The foir boord will be odvertising for o builder in the neor future
ond the boord of commissioners hove ollotted up to thirty-nine-thousond
dollors ($39,000) in the foir budget this yeor for the project.

Commissioners took o brief five-minufe recess before confinuing the meeting

Prosecuting Attorney
Attorney Lyle Fuller presented informotion on the prosecutor's office from
Jonuory ond Februory, os of the time of the commissioner meeting:

o There hove been 52 coses:
. 40 county coses
. 20 city coses (Fuller & Fuller hos o seporote controct with the city).

o A lowsuit filed by o former county employee is currently pending.
Briefs hove been filed, ond response briefs moy be submitted os the
cose progresses through the legol system.

a
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Mr. Fuller olso oddressed the process surrounding stoys in the juvenile
detention center in response to questions from the commissioners.

Probotion
Gobe Jimenez with Oneido County Probotion will report of the next
meeting

R&B - Roqd Moinlenonce Agreemenl with Pilol Gold
The current rood mointenonce ogreemeni with Pilot Gold is similor to the one
from three yeors ogo ond includes one-time bloding of the rood eoch spring,
with the option to do more if needed. Work is done by Bryce Compbell, who is

poid on hourly rote.

Commissioner E/ioson motioned fo occept the rood ogreernenf befween
Oneido County Rood & Bridge ond Pilot Gold with the omendment of the
word "on" so the line now reods "one-fime groding in the spring" insfeod
on " on time" . Seconde d by Commissioner Jeppsen. A// oyes. Motion
corried.

R&B - Replocemenl for Domoged Shed
Rood ond Bridge Supervisor Dionno Dredge requested outhorizotion to reploce
the old 

,l950's 
ero shed thot wos domoged when the roof blew off . lnsuronce

gove the county six-thousond-five-hundred dollors ($6,500) less the three-
thousond dollors ($3,000) deductible to cover the domoges. When ossessing the
building in onticipotion for replocing the roof, it wos defermined the entire shed
is showing o greot deol of weor ond o replocement shed wos proposed. An
odequotely sized fourteen-gouge metol shed (40 x20 x 12) wos locoted through
EMB Metol Buildings, ond the compony is offering o twenty-percent discount for
o limited time. This would bring the finol cost down to fourteen-thousond-five-
hundred-thirteen dollors ($l 4,5,l 3).

Commissioner E/ioson motioned fo occept the bid from EMB Metol
Bui/dings LLC for o new Rood & Bridge shed for the discounfed price of
f o urteen-tho usond -five-hundred-thirteen dollors ($ I 4, 5 I 3/. Seco nded by
Commissioner Jeppsen. All oyes. Motion corried.

Cloud Seeders
Oneido County hos twelve cloud seeders thot ore currently not in use. Fronklin
County Commissioner Robert Swoinston expressed interest in six of these seeders;
however, it wos uncleor of the time of the meeting whether his interest wos on
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beholf of Fronklin County or the Consolidoted lrrigotion Compony, with which he
is offilioted. Commissioner Elioson reoched out to former Oneido County
Commissioners for informotion ond to the Soil & Woter Conservotion, but none
expressed interest in the remoining cloud seeders. Before o finol decision con be
mode, clorificotion is needed regording which entity will receive the six cloud
seeders thot Commissioner Swoinston is interested in.

Oneido Crisis Cenler Leller
Commissioner Bill Lewis shored o thonk you letter from the Oneido Crisis Center
for the six-thousond-dollor onnuol donotion thot wos recently given to the
center by Oneido County.

Phone System Updote
The county needs on updoted phone system, os the current one will soon be
obsolete. Previously, the commissioners reviewed quotes from ATC

Communicotions ond Business Phone Systems (BPS). After o brief discussion, the
commissioners decided to contoct both componies for clorificotion on their
quotes ond to request o more detoiled, side-by-side comporison in order to
move forword with o decision.

*** Meeling odjourned by 1:30pm***

3J)tu ///ha,*, l0rrrrb
Bill Lewis, Choirmon Shonci Dorius, Deputy Clerk
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